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In Development 

The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act implements the key recommendation of the National 
Commission on Children and Disasters by requiring Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Lead Agencies to 
develop statewide child care disaster plans. Each grantee’s plan must demonstrate how the State will address 
the needs of children—including the need for safe child care—before, during, and after a state of emergency is 
declared by the governor or after a major disaster.  

Purpose of Statewide Disaster Plan 
Development Resource 

The Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan Development Resource 
was created to provide CCDF Administrators, their staff, partner 
agencies, and stakeholders with a comprehensive resource for 
developing their State or Territory’s child care disaster plan. This 
user guide serves as a companion to the resource itself, which is 
available as an Excel file. The Excel file is composed of several 
worksheets, which correspond with the sections referred to in this 
guide (See the Contents of Statewide Disaster Plan Development 
Resource box.) 

In addition to engaging in state- and territory-level planning, as part of their child care disaster plans Lead 
Agencies must also ensure provider readiness. To support that effort, the requirements for child care providers 
(emergency planning, training, and practice drills) are included in the resource. Users should note that the Plan 
Development Tool provides links to extensive emergency preparedness resources for providers, found on the 
Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center (ECLKC) website, by the National Center for Early Childhood 
Health and Wellness and other national partners such as Save the Children and Child Care Aware of America. 

Brief Description of the Statewide Disaster Plan Development 
Resource 

The Key Partners section (worksheet 2) identifies agencies, contractors, volunteers, and stakeholders needed to 
develop the plan, including those whose participation is required in the CCDBG Act and final rule. Contact 
information may be entered and columns added to facilitate communication via email, text, and social media.  

The Self-Assessment (worksheet 3) is intended to support CCDF Administrators as they begin developing a plan 
or as they conduct a review of an existing plan. It provides the requirements as laid out in the 2016 final rule, 
which clarified, reorganized, and added requirements to the CCDF regulations. It includes space for making notes 
on how the State or Territory’s plan provides the information needed or on areas needing additional information.  

The Plan Development Tool (worksheet 4) links requirements to additional information and resources. It is 
organized using the final rule’s recommendation that disaster plans include the five key components from  the 
Administration for Children and Families 2011 Information Memorandum, Guidance on Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Planning for Child Care (CCDF-ACF-IM-2011–01), which provides a user-friendly description of 
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these components in checklist form. Relevant resources from the OCC web page, Child Care Resources for 
Disasters, and the Early Childhood Training and Technical Assistance System Emergency Preparedness web 
page are also included. 

Five discussion briefs are available to provide suggestions to plan developers. The briefs are intended as 
discussion starters; they offer ideas to consider to strengthen preparedness, response, and recovery. The briefs 
cover the following topics (outlined on worksheet 5 of the Excel file):  

1. Considerations for Special Populations: Lead Agencies must support providers in their development of 
emergency preparedness and response plans specific to infants and toddlers, children with special needs, 
and children with chronic health needs. This brief includes suggestions for this support.  

2. Disaster Response: This discussion brief highlights the Louisiana CCDF Lead Agency’s response to the epic 
flooding in 2016. 

3. Hostile Intruders: This discussion brief provides a scenario for consideration of what policies, requirements, 
and resources Lead Agencies can put in place to help providers ensure the best outcomes for staff, children, 
and their families. 

4. Key Data: This discussion brief discusses the importance of identifying key partners in data identification and 
what data will be collected before, during, and after a disaster.  

5. Planning to Recover: This discussion brief will help States prepare for stages of recovery. 

Finally, the Recovery Resources section (worksheet 6) includes links to presentations and documents to 
consider while developing plans for recovering from emergencies and disasters.  

Other upcoming resources include the following:  

Being Ready: CCDF Grantees’ Preparation, Response, and Recovery to Emergencies and Disasters 
(working title). This national webinar will provide information about available resources and will announce a peer 
learning forum opportunity.  

Get Ready: Developing a Child Care Disaster Plan Peer Learning Forum (working title). Participants will 
review disaster plan requirements, hear from other grantees about their efforts, share strategies, and develop (or 
revise) their statewide child care disaster plans. Three interactive webinars—“Before, We Plan”; “During, We 
Respond”; and “After, We Recover”—will engage participants in planning for emergencies and disasters through a 
scenario-based exercise and discussion. Participants will also receive a review of existing plans and 
considerations for strengthening their statewide child care disaster plans. In addition, State Systems Specialists 
will facilitate up to three virtual meetings with stakeholders engaged in state and territory planning to support the 
development of participants’ plans.  

The training and technical assistance specialists, specifically the regional State Systems Specialists from the 
State Capacity Building Center, may also use this tool and resources to support and facilitate disaster plan 
development. Support from specialists may be delivered onsite or through virtual meeting technology.  

State Capacity Building Center,  
A Service of the Office of Child Care 

9300 Lee Highway 
Fairfax, VA 22031 

Phone: 877-296-2401  
Email: CapacityBuildingCenter@ecetta.info 

Subscribe to Updates 
http://www.occ-cmc.org/occannouncements_sign-up/ 

The State Capacity Building Center (SCBC) works with 

state and territory leaders and their partners to create 

innovative early childhood systems and programs that 

improve results for children and families. The SCBC is 

funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, Administration for Children and Families, 

Office of Child Care. 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/emergency-preparedness-0

